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As we work on a personalized education for each child where attainment is 
built on discovering the individual talents, the Redefining Ready Indicators 
will provide guidance for what it means to be ready for life after high school. 

Believing that every child is a genius, we are committed to using more than 
a single test score to define success. Below is an example:

Students are college-ready if they meet the following academic indicators or the 
standardized testing benchmarks:
Academic Indicators
GPA 2.8/4.0 and one or more of the following academic indicators:
• Advanced Placement Exam (Score of 3 or higher)
• Advanced Placement Course (A, B or C)
• Dual Credit College English and/or Math (A, B or C)
• College Developmental Remedial English and/or Math (A, B or C)
• Algebra II (A, B or C)
• International Baccalaureate Exam (Score of 4 or higher)
Standardized Testing Benchmarks (minimum score)
• SAT exam: Math (530) | Reading and Writing (480)
• ACT exam: English (18) | Reading (22) | Science (23) | Math (22)
• College Readiness Placement Assessment (determined by secondary  

institutions)
Additional Factors that Contribute to College Success
Earning As, Bs, Cs; FAFSA completion; enrollment in career pathway course 
sequence; college academic advising; particpation in college bound bridge  
programs; senior year math class; completion of a math class after Algebra II. 

Students are Career Ready if they have identified a career interest and meet a 
number of the behavioral and experiential benchmarks listed below. In addition, 
students entering the military upon graduation must meet the passing scores on 
the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) for each branch of 
the military.
Career Cluster identified and two or more of the following benchmarks:
• 90 percent attendance
• 25 hours of Community Service
• Workplace Learning Experience
• Industry Credential
• Dual Credit Career Pathway Course
• Two or more organized Co-Curricular Activities

Being Life Ready means students leave high school with the grit and perserver-
ance to tackle and achieve their goals. 

Students who are Life Ready possess the growth mindset that empowers them 
to approach their future with confidence, to dream big, and to achieve big. 

Redefining Ready!
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Increase College Level Readiness
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       Early
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  2015-2016         658     246       884
  2016-2017         688     241       556
  2017-2018       2052              534       991
  2018-2019       2144            1194     1506
  Increase          4%   124%      52%
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From Dr. Sharon Desmoulin-Kherat
I envision for Peoria Public Schools an 
education that is personalized. One where 
attainment is built on discovering the indi-
vidual talents of each child. A vision that puts 
students in an environment where they want 
to learn and can naturally discover their true 
interests... therefore, we are exploring readi-
ness in a variety of ways.

Redefining Ready is the work we are doing to 
re-envision what it means to be ready for life 
beyond high school. It is our pre-apprentice-
ship work, it’s the industry credential work, 
dual credit, career pathway courses, com-
munity service, advanced placement exam, 
advance placement courses, and so on. 

Our work will change the narrative regarding using more than a single test score  
to define our students’ and district’s success.

Redefining Ready: Focus Areas for 2018-19
1. Grade level math, reading, and writing skills by third grade.
2. Rigorous learning student engagement in all areas K-12.
3. Social Emotional Learning and Trauma Supports.
4. Innovative learning opportunities for students.
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Innovation Team

What is the Every Student Succeeds Act? (ESSA)
With the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 
now known as Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), states are required 
to develop and submit implementation plans to the U.S. Department of 
Education. 

Things to know about ESSA
• An evidence-based funding model appropriates and distributes  

general state aid (GSA) based on the cost of delivering research-based 
programming proven to positively impact students.  

• Evidence-based funding starts with the creation of a set of essential 
elements for a high quality prototypical school district, and distributes 
GSA consistent with the actual costs of delivery of said elements, 
ensuring all students have access to a high quality education. 

• Examples of essential elements may include, but are not limited to 
class sizes, teacher training, full day kindergarten, extended learning 
opportunities, ESL and special education programming, and  
technology. 

• Eighty percent (80%) of the district’s revenue comes from three  
sources: 1) local taxes, 2) Corporate Personal Property Replacement 
Taxes and 3) state aid. Although we saw a $2.5 million dollar increase 
in state aid this year, total revenue from these three sources combined 
is up only $300,000 because we saw a significant loss in CPPRT.
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When our district’s information goes through the evidence-based funding  
model, it shows our resources are 63 percent of where they would be to deliver 
research-based programming proven to positively impact students.

You may know that 80% of the district’s revenue comes from local taxes, 
Corporate Personal Property Replacement Taxes (CPPRT) and state aid.  We 
were fortunate to receive a $2.5 million dollar increase in state aid this year; 
however, total revenue from these three sources combined is up only $300,000 
because we saw a significant loss in CPPRT.

State funding for Illinois public schools is now based on a formula that identifies 
key elements for a high quality successful school.  We are hopeful this new 
model means we see consistent increases in annual state funding, a welcome 
change from the seven years of reduced state funding.

5Essentials Data
(A Diagnostic Assessment of School Effectiveness)

1. Since 2015, Peoria Public Schools scores on all components have 
increased. 

2. 20 of 22 measures considered by University of Chicago to be leading 
indicators of school success have increased.

3. Since 2015, four factors measured to determine effective leadership 
rose by 13 percent: program coherence, teacher-principal trust,  
teacher influence and instructional leadership.

4. Since 2016, Parent Surveys across the district show increases in  
parent satisfaction.
• Parent assessment of school safety.
• Parent-connectedness -- feeling valued and welcomed at their 

child’s school.
• Interactions with teachers.
• Interactions with students.
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